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Newsgom's Mill Bridge

HAER No. THN-15

Spanning the Harpeth River on Newsom's Station Rosd,
Naghville vicinity, Davidgon County, Tennesgese

circa 1904
Nashville Bridge Company

Metropolitsn Government of Nashville-Devidson County
Davidgon County Courthouse
Neshville, Tennessges

Vehicular bridge

The Newsom's Mill Bridge i¢ & contributing slement of the
Netional Regisiter-eligible Newsom's Station Historic
igtrict and ig gignificant for its role in local
industry end railroading. The bridge derives additional
significancs as 8 representative example of the pony
Warren truss type and for its asgociation with the
Naahville Bridge Compeny, one of only two native Tennesgsse
bridge c¢ompanies.,

Martha Cerver and Margaret Slater

Tennesgee Department of Transportation
August 1985

Jean P. Yesrby, HAER, 1987
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The Newgom's Mill Bridge is located on Newsom's Station Road over the Harpeth
River in rural scuthwesgstern Davidson County. The bridge ig located within the
Newsgom's Station Historie District, vhich was determined eligible for listing in
the Nstional Register of Historic Places in 1984, The digtrict ig aggociated. with
the Newsom family, esrly settlers in gouthwest Devidson County, and containg sites
both individually end c¢ollectively significent, As a whole, these zites depict
the ascent of a pioneerinf Tennegdee family and its involvement in both local
industry snd railroading.

The Newsom's owned property on both sides of the Harpeth River and the need for a
bridge probably arcse early in the ninetsenth century. In 1832, County Court
Minutes mention the guestion of repsiring or building 2 new bridge at Newsoms,2
g0 it is known that s bridge sxisted before that time. TIn 1886, a wooden bridge
wag congtructed over the river to replace the earlier gtructure.” For the
congbruction of the substructure, the county choee the locally quarried send
handdressed limegtorne, Around 1904, the wooden bridge wae replaced by a three-
gapan low steel trusg bridge fabricated by the Nashville Bridge Company.4 The
besutifully-conetructed 1886 etone piere snd abutments were reteined. Standing
today (1985), the bridge appesrz much as it a4id in 1904.

The Neweom's Mill Bridge ie significant as s historic¢ c¢rossing assgociated with
the settlement of the Newsom's Stetion community, with local industry, esnd with
local railrcading. It slso derives significance as a repregsentative example of
the pony Warren trusa type and for ita assdociation with the Nsshville Bridge
Company. Organized in 1902, the Nashville Bridge Company was one of only two
native Tennessee bridgse companies that specialized in the erection of truss
bridges.

The ce. 1904 bridge is c¢omprised of thres spans; each & pony Warrsn truss with hip
verticals. The three truss spans are rivet connected; one ig 50 feet in length
end the other two are 60 feet in length, The curb-to-curb width ie 11 feet, snd
the out-to-out width is 12 feet., The bridgs sits on sn 1886 limeztone block
substructure. Of steel construction, the bridge hes top chorde end end poets
which are compoged of channels, The bottom chorde are sngles with stay plates,
the disgonels are engles with betten, snd the posts are angles with lecing. The
floor system hag ateel gtringersg and floor heams supporting s concrete deck.
Decorative features include the beautiful megonry substructure and the lattice
handrailing.

I "Newsom's Station Hietoric District Netionsl Register Nomination Form."
Davidson County, Tenneesee

2 Davidson County Court Minutes. Tennessee State Library of Archives,
Neghville, Tennessee

. 3 rbid.

4 7Tpid.
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Additional Sources

Tennegges Historical Commiggion Files
Tenneggee Department of Trangportation Bridge Survey Files
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